Parker very emphatically declines to be convinced that any evils can result from the use of farinaceous food. We must agree to differ therefore. I look upon the use of farinaceous food to divide the curd as at least an unnecessary expedient,. which can be entirely done away with if a cow's milk diet is suitably adjusted and properly given. I am glad that Mr. Parker agrees with what my letter contains bearing upon the mode of administration of food; but, from the tenour of his remarks, I do not gather that he, with myself, recognises the fact that teachers and practitioners do not attach much importance to those details. How many men in practice will tell us the quantity per meal an average child will take at a given age, or what strength of milk preparation is most likely to be well digested at the same age ? This is not taught in the schools, and I know of no book, except the last edition of my friend Dr. Goodhart's, which attempts to make complete suggestions on the subject. It may be a common practice in some counties to stock cows so early as represented by Mr. Parker; I am led, however, to believe that it is not the general custom. I have heard too often the frank expressions of the typical matron, but her evidence, even when backed by the "healthy family," is not always reliable.
I am, Sir, yours truly, Nottingham, November, 1886. LEWIS W. MARSHALL, M.D. LEWIS W. MARSHALL, M.D.
CHIAN TURPENTINE IN THE TREATMENT OF CANCER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;In your issue of Oct. 16th, Dr. J. Clay has published an account of the successful treatment by Chian turpentine of a case of epithelioma of the tongue which was under our joint care, and, with your permission, I should like to supplement this by the narrative of another case, with a like result from the same treatment.
Mrs. G---, aged forty-nine, sent for me in Oct. 1883. She had been suffering from occasional and severe heemorrhage from the vagina for some five or six months, accompanied with but little pain and slight colourless discharge in the intervals of the haemorrhages. On examination per vaginam, . the os and cervix uteri were replaced by an extensive ulcerating surface of a decidedly malignant character. The haemorrhage was soon arrested by cotton-wool plugs saturated with glycerine of tannin, but it frequently recurred, and between its arrest and reappearance a purulent discharge, with the characteristic cancerous odour, was observed.
In the hope that some alleviation of the symptoms might result, I gave her the Chian turpentine pills according to Dr. Clay's formula, and she took them for some weeks. However, there was no improvement in any way, and it was decided that Dr. Playfair should see her in consultation. He did so, and confirmed my diagnosis of cancer, considering it to be of the medullary form. His prognosis was that " she could not last many weeks." He advised the carrying out of Dr. Clay's treatment in its entirety-viz., the Chian turpentine mixture, and the insufflation of charcoal and tannin per vaginam. The treatment was rigidly carried out, mainly by my coadjutor, Mr. W. A. Fox. Instead of losing ground, notwithstanding the persistence of the discharge and occasional haemorrhage, her strength was maintained during the next few months, when all her symptoms gradually abated. The treatment, however, was fully continued for nearly a year, at the end of which time she was practically cured, and about twenty months from the time Dr. Playfair first saw her, he again examined her, and said that she was perfectly cured, to his extreme astonishment. She remains without a vestige of the disease at the mresent moment. I am tempted, with your permission, to add a note respecting a case of long-standing cancer of the breast in a woman aged forty-eight, who had been an out-patient at a metropolitan hospital, and was discharged as unfit for operation. The left breast was destroyed down to the ribs, and its place taken by a superficial cancerous ulcer surrounded by nodules of cancer. She took Dr. Clay's remedies . for some months, and then discontinued them on account of the expense. I have seen her to-day (October 16th) and find that the nodules have much diminished in size, that all her pain had disappeared, and that she has gained and is gaining flesh.
May I suggest as one of the reasons of the failure of this treatment as carried out at the Middlesex Hospital, and by medical men generally, is an insufficiently long trial of the remedies-in fact, too great haste in discarding a treatment which does not give immediate results. I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, New Barnet, Oct. 20th, 1886. G. W. F. BCBY, F.R.C.S. (Exam.).
To t7te Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;Dr. Clay reports three more cases of cancer cured by Chian turpentine! The drug was tried in the cancer wards of Middlesex Hospital when Dr. Clay first recommended it, and declared to be utterly useless. In the West Norfolk and Lynn Hospital it was tried at the-same time, and, as far as 1 could see, without the slightest influence on the course of the disease. For the credit of the profession and for the sake of humanity theclaims of Dr. Clay for Chian turpentine in the treatment of cancer ought either to be repudiated or reconsidered. I am, Sir, yours obediently,
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;The transposition of the word "mixture" in my paper published in THE LANCET for October 16th, has caused me to have several letters asking for an explanation of the incongruous sentence. In the second column, page 720, line 41, the sentence should read: "He was ordered the following : a Eight ounces of Chian turpentine mixture (Southall's)," &c. By allowing this explanation to appear in THE LANCET, you will oblige Yours, &c.,
VITAL STATISTICS OF READING.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I observe that you have published a paper read by my friend Mr. Barford. of Wokingham, at the Reading Pathological Society, in which he contrasts certain statistics as regards Reading with those of other districts.
Mr. Barford has taken the figures of the Registrar-General on "registration districts," and has thus contrasted the-Reading district (which is, as regards population, almost identical with the borough) with scattered rural districts, containing only villages and towns of much less size than Reading, but having a far greater area in acres. Thus he has contrasted the following "registration districts " with Reading: Bedford registration district, 97,406 acres, with a. population in 1881 of 42,932 (including the small town of Bedford) ; Bradfield, 64,700 acres and 18,000 people; Newbury,. 44,695 acres, 21,300 people, and several districts of a similar character, none containing any large town like Reading ; or in other words, districts ranging from about 40 to 150 square miles, many of them sparsely populated, were contrasted with the Reading Union, populated by 43,494 people,.
of whom (in 1881) 42,050 lived in the borough on about three square miles, or 2094 acres. If the correct statistics were taken for the borough or urban sanitary district of Reading, it will be found that the reduction in the general death-rate has been from 24 per 1000 in 1841, to 18 per 1000 (imported deaths in hospital being excluded) taken on the average of the last ten years (1876 to 1885), and for this period the birth-rate has been 36-6 per 1000, and the infant mortality 132-6per 1000 births. Mr. Barford says, " Out of 1000 infants born in Reading, no less than 139 die during thefirst year of their existence." This language would seem to imply that is the case at the present time, whereas in the last five years the infant mortality for the borough has been 121-2 per 1000 births, and for the ten years (1876 to 1885) 1322. Dividing this period into two periods of five years,.
the saving of infant life on the last five years, as contrasted with the first five years, has been 22-6 per 1000 births. This' reduction, taken with reference to the total number of children born in each year, would give an annual saving of the lives of 34 children. Mr. Barford does not state _ , what he has taken as a standard of excellence for infant , mortality, but simply says, " The lives of at least 40 : infants might be saved every year." Therefore, during the last five years (1881 to 1885) this has very nearly been s accomplished. I cannot follow Mr. Barford when he states that Bedford resembles Reading, and that 'as the population of the Bedford registration district was 42,000 and Reading 38,000, "the comparison should be a little in favour of Reading." Apparently, he would seem to think that the registration district of Bedford is coincident with the town of that name, whereas Bedford "registration district" covers 150 square miles, and in 1881 had a population of 42,932, whilst the Reading " registration district " covers seven and a half square miles, and in 1881 had a population of 43,494, out of whom 42,050 resided in the borough on three square miles. The small town of Bedford, which is included in the above district, had in 1881 only 19,532 people, and in ten years had only increased 2681 in population, but Reading had increased 9736. A comparison between th raspective town or urban districts,would have been to more purpose, rather than one based on the respective registration .areas or unions which differ so widely, and it is to be regretted that the returns of the Registrar-General do not refer to urban and rural sanitary areas, as at the present time it ia only the medical officers of health who can give the rates for their respective sanitary districts. Although I should be very pleased to see the infant mortality of this borough still further reduced, I think, for the credit of the town, the improvement that has already taken place should be recorded.
I 
STATISTICS OF OVARIOTOMY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. SIR,&mdash;I owe to the courtesy of the secretary to the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society the receipt of an abstract of a paper read by Mr. Knowsley Thornton on the 26th ult. In that abstract will be found the following sentence . " Septic2emia has not been quite banished, but much has been' done in this direction, as shown by one consecutive series of 100 ovariotomies performed at the S'amaritan Hospital without a death." That statement of results has been publicly .quoted in its most evident sense-viz., that there were 100 consecutive cases without a deathfrom any cause. This has been corrected in the report which you have published, but in such a way as to escape the notice of any but a critical reader, by the simple addition of the words " from -septicaemia." 1 desire therefore to call attention to this correction, and to remove an erroneous impression. I am, Sir, yours faithfully, GEO. GRANVILLE BANTOCK. Granville-place, W., Nov. 2nd, 1886. GEO. GRANVILLE BANTOCK.
BIRMINGHAM.
(From our own Correspondent.) . HOSPITAL SUNDAY.
The universal lament as to trade depression has not failed to produce a marked diminution in the amount contri-'buted in this honoured custom; still there is reason to be satisfied that it is not less, and that the spirit of liberality exists among those who are willing to give to the best of their means. An excuse of any kind is often sufficient to retard the flow of charity, and when one can see so much expended in holidays and amusements of all kinds, it is reasonable to infer that, however bad the commercial aspect of affairs may be, there is still a sum left for enjoyment of a personal kind, a little self-denial in which would present a serious difference to our charities. The amount of the collections this year, which go to the General Hospital, up to the pre-.sent time is X3931 Is. lld.
QUEEN'S COLLEGE.
At a recent meeting of the Council of this College the Home Secretary was elected a member of the Council. In view of prospective legislation on the foundation of a central university in the midlands, this appointment may be looked upon with much satisfaction. It is singular to note in a town which boasts of progress in educational and political matters that no exception was taken to the fact that the Home Secretary belongs to the Roman Catholic faith.
The time has passed for differences of this nature to affect the governing body of an advancing institution, and though the College possesses a theological faculty it is sufficiently guarded by common sense and numbers to prevent any undue influence of the kind suggested entering into its administration. THE 
MEDICAL SCHOOL.
A goodly number of fresh entries and an enthusiastic teaching staff gave a good augury for the session, which was commenced by a conversazione and distribution of prizes at the beginning of the month. The advantages are well received by the students, and the opportunities of study afforded by the amalgamation with the Mason Science College are recognised as being valuable elements of success. THE 31IDLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY, BIRMINGHAM. On Wednesday, the 3rd inst., the annual meeting of this Society was held at the Grand Hotel, under the presidency of Mr. Lloyd Owen. An address was given by Mr. Thomas Bryant on the value of exploratory operations in the practice of surgery, which was listened to by a large and appreciative audience. Mr. Bryant spoke of such operations being justifiable when they lead on to treatment, and instanced their particular value in diseases of the breast and testis. In regional surgery, and especially with regard to the question of hernia, intestinal strangulation and obstruction, he quoted cases, and gave deductions from his own experience, to mark the importance of early recourse to surgical aid. A new method of performing colotomy in cases not requiring immediate relief was mentioned, namely, by transfixing the bowel with needles to the upper and lower margins of the wound, and opening some days later. On the motion of Mr. Oliver Pemberton, seconded by Mr.
Bennett May, a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Bryant for his valuable and instructive address.
-THE QUEEN'S HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM. I regret to have to note the retirement of Mr. Furneaux Jordan from the active duties of his profession in connexion with the Queen's Hospital, Birmingham. At a meeting of the general committee held on the 2nd inst., the following resolution was passed: " That the committee receive with great regret the resignation of Mr. Furneaux Jordan, on account of ill-health, of the office of honorary surgeon which he has held for a period of twenty-three years (having previously held the office of assistant-surgeon for three years), in the course of which he has rendered very valuable services to the hospital, with equal distinction to himself, and has retained the entire confidence of the committee; and they trust that his retirement from professional work will materially conduce to the improvement of his health, and to the prolongation of his valuable life. The committee also hope that Mr. Furneaux Jordan will allow them to recommend him to the governors for election as consulting surgeon." A GHOST.
The suburbs of Birmingham have lately been much excited by the presence of some appearance attributed to supernatural agencies in the form of a ghost. The application of ash or hazel in a solid form has been suggested as a remedy, and it is expected that the performer of this illusion will have a sorry time of it if met with by the masculine residents of the localities visited. In the meantime much perturbation is caused in the minds of the children and servants where these visitations have occurred. Harris, makes some pointed reference to infant mortality in the borough of Sunderland and the feeding-bottle, during the last quarter the deaths from diarrhoea being higher than usual. There were, he says, " no special local I causes to account for this increase in the disease, which has been more than that usually prevalent in the kingdom. Nevertheless, it has been elicited that the greatest mortality occurred among children under twelve months old, who were fed from the bottle. Out of seventy-seven deaths of children of this age sixty were fed and seventeen suckled:
